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15 LDLOTOTE 


8 
Bey SOOT 
To the Worſhipful 


Yr Ilaac Tillard, Kit. 


== HE importunity | of | ſod 
Bll friends having made it neceſſa- 
ry, that I ſhould publiſh the 
following Sermon ; I beg leave 
N to ſend it into the world under 
= the protection of your name. 
The relation, which I have the honour of 
| flanding i in to you, encourages me to hope I ſhall 
obtain an eaſy pardon : And the rather, Sir, 
becauſe Tam well aſſured, the ſubjef and deſign 
' of this diſcourſe are per fecth agreeable to you. 
_ The Sermon treats of the kingdom of 
CHRIST, and the government of king 
GEORG E; to the intereſt of both which 
you are known to be firmly attach'd: and in 
your publick flation have all along let the 
world ſee, that the cauſe of virtue 10 li- 
berty ſhall not fail of the utmoſt of Jour 


countenance and ſupports 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Los have afted, Sir, PTY a diftinguiſÞ?d we 

in defence of the "preſent happy eſtabliſhment, 
and for the ſuppreſſion of vice ; which is equally 
an enemy to our civil and religion intereſts. 


J doubt not, but you will 20 on, to be a terror | 


to evil- doers, and a praiſe to them that 


do well, and not abate Jour zeal in jo god 


a cauſe. You may be certain of an ample re- 
ward in the next world, whatever you meet 
with in this. 


How happy ! if al matiſtrates were furni- 1 


ſhed and inclined to the ſervice of their country 


like your ſelf, and as active in their places, 


Me ſhould then ſoon ſee religion and loyalty in 


more flouriſhing circumſtances ; or at leaſt 


vicious and rebellious ſpirits under a more ef 
feftual reſtraint. 


May your life be lengthened out, Sir, for 


further uſefulne ſs: May Jour endeavours be 


eminently ſucceſsful : And may all your ſervices 


for the publick be rewarded, with every deſira- 


ble eſp ing in this life, and: an ion weight 
of glory in the next. I am, with the moſt 


ſincere reſpect, 
SIR, 5 
>= - Four moſt obedient and 
London, Nov. 16th, moſt humble Servant, 
n 


Obadiah Hughes. 
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PSALM cxxxii. 18. 
His enemies will I clothe with 


ame but upon ane Jhall 
b crown flouriſh, 


Froy coronation of our 5 
bung GEORGE has made re- 
markable in the Britiſh calendar: , 
a day big with pleaſure and joy, 3 
in the account of every man, who has any juſt 2 
regard either to religion or liberty ; and he | 
muſt be abandon'd to both, or at leaſt have 
very odd notions of the one and the other, 
who does not feel the bleſſing of this day 
exciting in his ſoul gratitude 4: | praiſe to the 
great God, by whom kings reign, * who putteth 
 aown one prince aud ſetteth ai another + at his plea· 
| {ure ; 3s 


* Prove 8. 15. + Pſal. 75. 7. 


— ᷓꝓW—P 


(6) 
ſure; and to the interpoſition of whoſe provi- 


dence, in a very particular manner, muſt. be 
aſcribed the placing his Majeſty on the chrone, 


in deſpite ot all the reſtleſs and vigorous ef- 


forts of our enemies to hinder it. 


THe Text will lead us to ſome thoughts 
which our minds on this occaſion may profita- 
bly meditate upon: But it will not be amiſs, 
firſt to conſider the relation of the words to 


moons ͤ K SAN 
Tris Pſalm is one of thoſe fifteen, which 


are called Songs of Degrees. The original and 
reaſon of this title, the learned are not agreed 
about; nor do Chriſtian writers ſeem to be 
more at a loſs in this matter, than the Jew- 
iſþ doctors themſelves. © „ 


TuxRk is a variety of opinions: but a- 


mongſt all, none is more generally received 
than this; that they are thus named from their 


being ſung upon the fifteen ſteps or ſtairs, 


by which they aſcended from the outward 


court of the temple, or court of the women, to 


the inner, called the court of the men. Many 
learned men give into this opinion; tho' after 
all it muſt remain an uncertainty, upon what 
account this title was impoſed. * However, 


1 


— 


* If any have a mind to ſee more on this head, they may ecn- 

ſult Viccarſij Decap. in Pſalwos, ad Pſ. 120. Poli Synops, Ge. 

The learned Dr. Lightfoot has a peculiar thought about this 

matter, His words are theſe, © the degrees of the Sun's reverſing, 
| | | | | an 


and the fifteen years oj Hezckiah's life prolongin ants 4125 
minds the fifteen Pſalms of degrees, viz. l 120 and 


fhboſe occa ſi⸗ 


47) 


e may be more contentedly ignorant, ſince 
I apprehend the ſubject matter of the pſalms 


is not affected hereby, nor is it neceſſary to 


know the preciſe meaning of the title. 


WII I reſpect to the Plalm, which the 


tent concludes, it is diſputed, by whom and 


upon what occaſion it was compoſed. —— 


Some aſcribe it to David, and ſuppoſe him 


to have pen'd it, when God had graciouſly 
ſignify'd his approbation of David's detire to 


build him an houſe ; tho' he thought proper not 


to permit him to execute his deſign, bat reſervd 


the honour of that work for his ſon Solomon: God 


hereupon declaring his purpoſe of eſtabliſhing 
the kingdom to YVevid and his ſeed for ever. 


+ —— Others conjecture, that this Pſalm was 
compoſed by David, to be ſung when the 
ark was removed from the houſe of Obed-Edom 
to Dion; or elſe for Solomon's uſe, when he 
came to build the temple. — 


there are others, 
who (I think more probably) imagine Solo- 
mon himſelf to have pen'd this Pſalm, and 


that 


* © — 


— TJ. 


— 


for ward: There were Hezekiah's Songs, that were ſurg to the 
T flringed inſtrumerts in the houſe of the Lord, Eſay, 38, 20. 
* he og theſe were pick'd cut by him for that purpoſe, be it left to 


* cenſure. I beſo in reading thoſe Pſalms ſhall have his thoughts | 


upon the danger of ſeruſalem by Sennacherib, and her delivery, and 
the ſickneſs of Hezekiah and his recovery, ſhall find that they fit 
ns in many places very well, &c. U. 


+ ishtf. V. I. P. 111. 


+ v,2 Sam 7, and x Chron, 17, 


— . ä — 


(8) 


that he compoſed it for the uſe of the people, 
either to be ſung frequently while the temple 
was building; or particularly at the great ſo- 


lemnity of the temple's dedication. The rea- 
ſons, by which they ſupport this opinion, are 


principally two (1) The 8% 9% and 10th 


verſes of this pſalm, with very little alteration, 


conclude Solomon's prayer, which he made alt 
the dedication of the temple. Sec 2 Chron. 6. 


41, 42. (2) The plea which is uſed ver, 10th, 


[ for thy fervant David's ſake] makes it more than 
probable, that David himſelf did not compoſe 


this pſalm; for it ſeems not to be agreeable to 


thehumble language, which that good prince uſed 
at the throne of grace. We never hear him ask- 
ing mercies of God for his own fake ; through- 
out the whole of his writings there evidently 


appears a prevailing humble ſenſe of his own 


unworthineſs; and whenever he uſes arguments 
with God to inforce his petitions, we may 
obſerve they always run in another ſtrain, vis. 


for thy mercies ſake ; for thy goodneſs ſake | ; | 
| for thy truths ſake *; for thy righteouſneſs ſake 4* ; 


but moſt frequently it is, for thy names fake I; 
the name of God including all his glorious per- 


fections; theſe united form his great name. 


Every one, who has but a moderate acquaint- 


ance with this admirable collection of divine 


ſongs 


— — 


+ Pfal. 6. 4. || Pſal. 25. 7. PCal, 116. 1. „ Pal, 143. 11. 
A Pal. 25. 11. ef pam = 
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(9) 


ſongs, muſt be ſenſible of this. Induced by ſuch 
"reaſons, one cannot well forbear thinking this 
Pſalm to be a compoſure of Solomon; contain- 
ing a prayer, that God remembring David, 


and the promiſes he was graciouſly pleaſed to 
make to him, and out of the great regard he had 
always profeſs'd for his ſervant, a man after 
God's ows heart, and a ſpecial favourite of heaven, 


Would not reject his ſon Solomon, who was a- 
nointed his ſucceſſor to the crown of Iſrael, 


but would countenance and proſper him in all 
his endeavours for God's honour, particu- 
larly in building an houſe for his great name; 
and 1a all his publick adminiſtrations, notwith- 
ſtanding the ill deſigns of his enemies. Solo- 


mon ſupports his petitions with pleas, which 
refer to David : the firſt reſpects David's piety 
= and zeal for God; the other, God's gracious 


engagement and promiſes to David. * The 


A text belongs to the latter, viz, God's promiſe 
to David, with reference to the kingdom's be- 


ing eſtabliſhed in his family, in oppoſition to 

all the attempts of their enemies, to prevent 

his children's ſucceeding him in the throne. = 
Tris, I think, muſt be allowed to be the 


immediate and direct deſign of the text; to 
ſignify, that God would clothe the enemies of 
Solomon with ſhame, and would cauſe his crown 
to flouriſh upon himſelf. But beſides this, in- 


terpre- 
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( 10 ) 


terpreters generally imagine, that reference is 


here had to Chriſt. I pretend not to deter- 
mine, whether there be or not: tho' with 
ſubmiſſion, I ſhould be inclined, I confeſs, to 
go into the contrary opinion; and the ra- 
ther, becauſe excepting this place, I cannot 


find any one paſlage in all theſe ffteen ſongs 
of degrees, which can eaſily be underſtood to 


reſpect our bleſſed Saviour; the view of theſe 
Pſalms ſeems to be confined to David and his 
Family. 


Howeves, ſeeing what is ſaid in the text, 


is moſt certainly true of Chriſt, the great ſor 


of David, as well as of Solomon, his immedi- 
ate ſucceſſor: I may be thought poſſibly, # 


not to do juſtice to the text, unleis I conſider 


„„ 


I. I ſhall conſider the text, as it may be 1 
ſuppoſed to be a prediction relating to tne kings » 


dom of CHRIS TJ. 1 
By the Kingdom of Chriſt, in this place, 
I do not mean that rule and dominion, 


which he as ſon of God has equally with the 


Father over all worlds. He has an abſolute 


power over all created nature, being him- | 
ſelf the former of all things; the hoſts of heaven, 
the devils in hell, and all the inhabitants of 


this earth are under his command, and ſub- 
ject to his controul; and conſider'd in this 
view, his kingdom is eternal and infinite. 

0 : 3 


it in both views, as relating to Solomon and to 


(cn) 
Bor it is the mediatorial kingdom of Chriſt, 
Which we are now diſcourſing of, that kingdom 
which the ſcriptures ſay, God appointed him 
to; I have ſet my king (ſays God) «pon my holy 
hill of Sion *: and which he himſelf acquired 
by his death and reſurrection ; to this end, 
Chriſt both died and roſe, and revived, that he 
might be Lord both of the dead and the living, 4 
He is conſtituted KING by the Father's 
expreſs decree and command, in conſideration 
of what he did and ſuffer'd, in order to repair 
the breach which ſin had made betwixt God 
and fallen man. 3 
"CHRIST exerciſes this his kingly office 
not merely as God, nor only as mau; but he 


&. WS: 5x. 3 112 0 8 _ 
= a LAT * 2 


is to be conſidered in his united character, as g 
God. Man, the great medialor betwixt God and 
man; who by being partaker of both natures — 


is every way capable of tranſacting matters on 
both lides, to reſtore the happineſs of man, and 
to ſecure the honour of God. V 
Ts kingdom is founded in grace; *tis a 
kind conſtitution, wherein mercitul allowances 
are made to our preſent circumſtances as a- 
poſtate fallen creatures. The laws of this king- 
dom are all framed with a deſign to reſtore the 
nature of man, which was ſadly depraved by 
the iniquity of the fall; and to tecure the 
rights of God, which by fin had been inva- 
ded. The Goſpel ot Chriſt is the charter of 
= n e -- 


* Pſal- 2. 6. + Rom. 14. 9. 


"EMI 
this kingdom, containing an account of it's con- . 
ſtitution, and a faithful regiſter of all it's edicts 7 


and laws, with their ſeveral ſanctions. 


Now, tho' this kingdom, which Chriſt hath q 
ſet vp in the world, is a diſpenſation of grace 
and mercy ; tho he purchaſed a right to it by 
his own blood; tho ir be a conſtitution, which 


has the moſt kindly influence upon the wel- 


fare of mankind in general, and the happineſs 
of every particular perſon in both worlds : 
yet there — * were, and ſtill are enemies 


to it. 


Tu devil is the grand adverſary to this 


kingdom: and no wonder, fince it is ſet up 
in direct oppoſition to that authority which 

he has ee 50 over men; and the deſign of it 
is to wreſt the power out of his hands, who 


is called the Prince of this world, and to re- 
cover apoſtate creatures back to their ee 


to God their rightful Lord. 
The ſubordinate enemies to this kingdom a 


of Chriſt (ſuch as act under the influence 
of the devil) may be diltinguiſhed into two 


cla ſſes. 
TE firſt 1 would call the more open and 
xvowed enemies of Chriſt : amongſt whom 
ate to be ranked all perfecatcrs, all the antichriſ- 
tian powers of the earth, who ſer themſel ves 
acainft the intereſt of Chriſt, and ule their 
utmoſt influence to prevent it's ſpreading in 
the world; all ſuch as oppreß his ſervants, and 


endcavour to a1 OUurage them from per (ſting 1 in 


allegiance 


(13) 
allegiance to their lawful king. —— is 
true, men may ſometimes poſſibly be ſo miſ- 
taken, as to imagine that they are doing God 
good ſervice, even when they are killing ſome 
of his beſt ſervants 3 and how far God may 
make allowances for their miſtake, I pretend 
not to ſay: But however, every degree of 


* perſecution for conſcience ſake, is an invaſion 


of the authority of Chriſt, an oppoſition to 


his intereſt, and muſt be conſidered as acted 
under the influence of the devil. —— To. 


this purpoſe, tis worth obſerving, how St, John's 


ſed, when he was directed to warn them of 
approaching ſufferings for Chriſt ; part of it 
is in this remarkable ſtile; Behold the devil 


N 7 


5 


MH 


5 . 
2 


ſomething ſo extraordinary in the form of ex- 


ed by a note of admiration, Behold , which is 


ſet as a /tar or an hand to point out to us 


We 


may be Jews or Gentiles ; but tis the Devil 


rules in them and ſets them on work. No 


queſtion, but Chriſt deſigned hereby to re- 


— 


— : a * : — . — 


7 KEY, 10, 


commiſſion to the church of Smyrna is expreſ- 


ſball caſt ſome of you into priſon. There is 


> preſſion, that our attention to it is demand- 


_ preſent 


( 14 ). 
preſent to us the vile and deteſtable nature 
of perſecution in all its ſhapes and forms, 
whether it affect the liberty or the life of his 
ſervants. —— Tis a deviliſh crime, tis doing 
the devil's work. —— A thought ſufficient, 

methinks, to give every man an abhorrence of 
oppreſſion, and an Aue againſt a perſecu- 
ting ſpirit. 

Tux latter claſs of enemies to Chriſt's 
kingdom includes all wicked men in gene- 

ral, who remain in obedience to the devil, 

"oy arid under his influence commit ſin; all thoſe 
| who by indulging to luſt, obſtruct the king- 

dom of Chriſt trom being ſet up in their hearts. 
Every allowed {in is an act of rebellion againſt 
Chriſt; and ſuch as reſolutely perſiſt in evil 

- courſes, notwithſtanding the calls of the goſ- 

. pe, and the overtures of pardon and mercy 
upon their repentance, do plainly declare it 
to be the ſenſe of their ſouls, we will not have 
Chriſt to reien over us, 1 
„ muſt not omit taking notice here, * 
that by nature we are all enemies to Chriſt, ; 
children of wrath, born in a ſtate of enmity 
to God; and 'tis by the workings of the 

bpleſſed Spirit upon our hearts, that this oppo- 
lition is conquered, and we are brought into 
ſubject ion to our rightful ſovereign, and made 
to own and obey "his authority. But thoſe, 
who quench the ſpirit and reſiſt his motions, 
who will not be reclaim'd from their evil 
courſes, continue in open ebenen againſt 

_ Chriit, 


$9.08 

© Carift, and muſt expect according to the lan- 

"guage of the text, to be clothed with ſhame : which 

= leads we to conſider how we are to underſtand 
this phraſe. I think the expreſſion, as refering 
to Chriſt's enemies, will admit of theſe three 
conſtructions. i 
1. GO D will diſappoint them in all their coun- 
ſels and deſigns againſt the intereſt of Chriſt, and 
will enlarge his kingdom in deſpite of all their 


oppoſition againſt it. The Hebrew word notes 4iſ- a 
appointment of hope. The Chaldee paraphraſe f 
reads the words, I will clothe his enemies with the 0 

| garments of conjuſion, i.e, I will make them a mak 
= of reproach among all people, gazed at as per- _—_ 
= ſons greatly diſappointed, _ "a ITS 1 
Tux enemies of Chriſt may plot and con- | 
trive to thruſt his religion out of the world, 


but they muſt expect their meaſures will ſome — 
way or other be broken; God will pour con- | 
_ tempt upon all their enterprizes, and Chriſt's 

kingdom {hall be a fouriſhing kingdom in de- 
fiance of their impotent malice. Tho all the 8 
| kingdoms of the earth unite their force againſt | 
it, chriſtianity will never be extirpated, Chriſt's ._ 
kingdom will {ill ſtand. It was at firſt ſet N 
up in oppoſition to the powers of the earth, he 
kings of the earth jet themſelves and the rulers 


too counſel together againſt the Lord, and agninſt 4 
bis anointed, — yet (ſays God) notwithſtanding, 4 
bs. all they could do, I have ſet my king upon my holy 

hill of Sion *. 5 | WHOEVER ; | 


| 1 Plal, 2. 2, 6+ 


what violent attempts were made to cruſh it; 


endeavours ineffectual : nay thoſe very means, 
ther contributed to the enlargment of Chriſt's 


kingdom; the blood of martyrs has been the ſeed 
of the church. In this ſenſe Chriſt's enemies have 


conquer their enmity, and bring them to own his au- 
Conviction of fin is the firſt part of con- 
verſion, or rather a leading ſtep to it; ſhame | 
is the reſult of conviction; a conſciouſneſs of 


nitent may be ſaid to be clothed with ſhame, he © 


WHoEvzR acquainted with the hiſtory» 
of chriſtianity in its earlieſt days, knows well, 


but God has all along had Chriſt's enemies in 
deriſion, blaſted their deſigns, and render'd their 
which have been concerted to ruin it, have ra- 


e 
*t 12 3 
8 
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been clothed, and mult {till expect to be clothed, 
pan. EE 3 

2. Gop will convert Chriſt's enemies to him, 
—— 


guilt begets ſhame in the ſoul. Every true pe- 


is confounded and bluſhes at the remembrance 


of his ſins, his ſoul is filled with remorſe, and 5 
he reproaches himſelf for his former folly.  R 


As God has the hearts of all men in his 


hands, and can turn them as the rivers of wa-. 
ter, he is able in this ſenſe to clothe Chriſt's ene- 
mies with ſhame. And in order to humble their 

pride, and to make them ſenſible what uncer- 


tain creatures they are, and how imperfect | 


their wiſdom is; God ſometimes fees fit thus to 
clothe with ſhame even Chriſt's bittereſt 
enemies. Ps 2 ws 


TRHOSE 


influence againſt the ſpreading of chriſtianity, 
have ſometimes felt the power of divine grace 
upon their hearts, kindly working them to this 
= ſhame. Hiſtory will furniſh us with examples 
= of thoſe, who from malignant enemies have 
been made Chriſt's hearty friends. St. Pœul is 
a glorious inſtance of this; he was once a per- 


„ 
TAHOSsE who once perſecuted his ſervants 
and zealouſly uſed their whole authority and 


* 


ſecutor of the Chriſtians, as he tells us himſelf.* 


He breathed out threatnings and flinghter againſt 


with ſhame in this happy ſenſe ; be converted 
from their evil ways, and made to bow in 


ſubjeCtion to Chriſt as their Lord and Kyng. 


the diſciples of the LOR D.+ He oppreſſed 
them with the utmoſt violence: but, behold the 

Z triumphs of divine grace! he was {truck down 
to the ground, humbled in his foul under a 
ſenſe of his miſtaken zeal, truly aſhamed of 
his paſt conduct; and to evidence the ſinceri- 
ty of his repentance, he afterwards as ftre- 
nuouſly exerted himſelf in the cauſe of Chriſt, 
as he had before violently oppoſed it: The 
— ſame word in the Gree is uſed to expreſs 
both his zeal in perſecution at firſt, and the 
earneſtneſs of his ſpririt in the ſpreading Chriſt's 
| intereſt afterwards. % T wiſh to God, that 
all the enemies of Chriſt might be clothed 
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3. GoD will puniſh Chriſt's incorrigible enemies. 

T r1s is another conſtruction of the phraſe, 
I will clothe with ſhame ; in this ſenſe the word 
Lſhame] is uſed in ſcripture. The Hebrew word 
denotes deſtruction, as well as fruſtration of hope ; 
and as ſome critics obſerve the phraſe in the 7 
text is a proper Hebraiſm, ſignifying, I will o- 


werwhelm, or bear them down with ſhame: | The 
ſacred ſcriptures abound with aſſurances of this 
nature; and how remarkable have ſome been 


verified in every age. —— In the courſe of 
his providence God has met with many wicked F 
men, and puniſhed them with ſuch miſeries, 
as have appeared to be the very fruit of their 


ſin, and evidently diſcover'd their fin in their 
puniſhment, —— And how has God exe- 
cuted his vengeance on ſome bitter perſecu- 


tors! What dreadful judgments have befallen 
them! I know we ought to be very cautious 


how we interpret God's :providences ; but 


yet God's hand has ſo eminently appear'd 


in the troubles of ſome perſecutors, that with- 


out breaking the rules of charity, we may be 
allowed to call them jadgments from God, * © 
IN this manner, Chriſt's enemies are ſome- 
times 'puniſhed upon earth: and many more 


inſtances might we expect, were this our on- 
ly ſtate of exiſtence, But ſuch men moſt fre- 


quently go unpuniſhed in this world, becauſe Z 
hs MT, they 


PP" 


Induam pudore] Hebraiſmus, pro ebruam pudore. Vatabs 1 
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„ 
they will be reckoned with hereafter: for in 
the great judgment day ſhall this promiſe be 


97 molt remarkably verify d; when the Lord will 


come with ten thouſands of his ſaints, to execute 


judgment on all, and to convince all that are un. 
the = goaly among them, of all their ungodly deeas which 
4 o- * they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard 
The ſpeeches which ungodly ſinners have ſpoken againſt 
her bim. . We cannot at preſent form any a- 


them before me X. 


„ thou anſwered this end, or haſt thou not? 


dequate notions of the awfulneſs of that day; 
& nor is it poſſible to conceive the ſhame and con- 
= fuſion, which will then overwhelm the guilty. 


ſinner ; when he ſhall hear Chriſt proclaim with 
a loud Voice, thoſe mine enemies which would not 
that I ſhould reign over them, bring hither and ſlay 
Le us ſuppoſe the perſecutor, or the impeni- 
tently wicked man ſtanding at the bar of Chriſt, 


commanded to give up his accounts to the im- 


partial judge of the whole world. Imagine you 
heard the judge demanding of him, © Soul, 


how didſt thou behave in yonder burn- 


« ing diſſolving word ? I ſent thee thither as 


« my ſervant and ſubje& to glorify me; 1 


« gave thee frequent opportunities of doing 


4 ſo; U expected thou ſhouldeſt have walked 
„ in my commandments, maintained mine 


& honour, and in all reſpeQs have deported 
« thy ſelf as a loyal and obedient ſubject. Haſt 


oh 
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oh how terrible will it be! when the ſinner con- 
{cious of his guilt, not able to vindicate his 
conduct, nor to ſhow cauſe why judgment 
thould not paſs upon him, ſhall then ſtand 4- 
ſhbamed, felf-coademned and affrighted with the 
utmoſt horror. Can it be conceived, what 
Mame, what confuſion, what agonics will at 
that time {cize the guilty wretch ; when his 
judge {hall pronounce ſomething to this ef- 
fect ; “ Miſtake not, oh thou wicked creature, 
* think not to fly from juſtice ; dens and rocks 
« and mountains, ſhall not be able to hide 
* thee from my face, the day of my wrath 
is now come, expect not favour or mercy. 
* I know well how thou didit behave on 
earth; I was privy to all thy moit pri- 


vate tranſactions, and thoroughly acquaint- 


« ed with every part of thy conduct. — 


take notice, angels and men! this is the bold, 


the inſolent ſinner, who would not have 
me to reign over him; but renounced alle- 
giance to me, and lifted himfelf under the 
banner of my enemy: this is he! who 
“ forgot the Lord his mater, ſlighted bis kind 
& prejerver and continual benefactor, and deſpiſed 
the love of his merciful redeemer : this, this 
is the wretch ! who notwithſtanding tne clear- 
eſt ſignifications of my pleaſure, and the re- 
peated cvertures of grace and mercy to engage 
him to a ready obſervance of it; tho he was 
often warned ot the danger he run in oppo- 


* fing my government, and was frequently preſ- 


ed 
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« {ed to obedience by the ſtrongeſt, moſt moving 


reaſons, was once and again put in mind of 


of his obligations to me, and of my right to 


his ſervices ; and was faithfully told, that this 


e was the only foundation, upon which to build 
any hopes of happineſs and the divine favour: 


Behold the man! who in contempt and defi- 


ance of all, continued in rebellion againſt me, 


broke my laws, abuſed and perſecuted my 


ſervants, deſpiſed my love, and trampled on 


that blood which I {hed for the ſalvation of 


mankind. Icall heaven and earth, all the 


inhabitants of both worlds, now aſſembled at 


my judgment bar, to witneſs, that the ſen- 
tence I am now forced to pronounce is juſt 


and equitable —— Depart thou curſed ſinner, ne- 
ver more {ce my face; devils take him, drag 
him down to the bottomleſs pit, into everlaſl- 
ing fire; he is a fit companion only tor that 


( wretched crew, who inhabit hell; go ſinner, 


reap the ſad effects of thy cholen folly, dwell 


in flames of eternal burning, depart into outer 
darkneſs, there ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of 4 


teeth”, The ſentence paſſed, execution im- 


mediatlely ſucceeds, and the unhappy foul is ha- 


led down by helliſh fiends to extream and ever- 


latting miſery.— O the horror and ſhame 
which will then clothe the forlorn wretch ! the 
thoughts of ſuch a ſcene {ſhould methinks ſhock 
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the ſtouteſt ſinner, make him throw away the 


weapons 


n 
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weapons of his hoſtiliry, and ſubmit himſelf i 
to Chriſt his Lord and King. __ N 


TWILI be in vain for the wicked man to 


flatter himſelf with hopes of finding matters bet- 


ter, than they are here repreſented : no quef- 
ſtion but the horrors of that day will be incon- * 
ceivably greater, than what we can at preſent 
imagine; the one half is not told un. 

NEITHER let impenitent ſinners delude 
themſelves with fond expectations of mercy, tor il 
they may depend upon it that he that made them 
will not have mercy on them, and he that formed 
them will ſhew them no favour.* Beſides let the 
wicked remember, there lies no appeal from 


this bar; the ſentence is definitive; and accord- 


ing to what their ſentence is then, ſo ſhall it fare 3 
with them for ever. Who can bear the thoughts 


all Chriſt's enemies. God forbid ! that our own 


experience ſhould ever inform us how exquilite 


thoſe terrors, how confounding that ſhame muſt 


be. | 


IN one or other of theſe reſpects will God + 


clothe all Chriſt's enemies with ſhame. The text © 


adds, Bus upon himſelf ſhall his Crown flouriſh. | 
By which (according to the force of the dou- 


ble metaphor +) we may underſtand, 


1. HIS wiſe and excellent adminiſtration. 
In this ſenſe, the text is a prophecy of 
the ſcheme of chriſtianity ; that the con- 
I 
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mſelr ſtitution of Chriſt's kingdom ſhould be laid 
'N in ſuch laws, as would fully demonſtrate the 
into & wiſdom of the governour. And this is cer- 
bet- tainly the caſe : for, ſetting aſide the con- 
juef- ſideration of it's divine original, there never 
con- was ſuch a glorious ſcheme of religion in the 
. 7 world, never ſuch a ſyſtem of excellent laws. 
What «is here inſiſted upon, the duties pre- 
Xx ſcribed to the chriſtian are what tend to the 
ennobling his nature, reſtoring his ſoul, and 
fitting him for the manſions of glory and 
« bliſs, whither the whole of chriſtianity is de- 
ſigned to lead his thoughts and deſires. The 
= wiſdom of the goſpel precepts, the mildneſs 
of Chriſt's government, the merciful conde- 
"2 ſcenlions and allowances made to the frailties 
= and infirmities of humane nature, do all de- 
dalare the chriſtian religion to be a moſt ex- 
cellent religion; every way worthy of God, 
and highly beneficial to man. - 
2. T ris phraſe may be underſtood to denote 
> the proſperous circumſtances of Chriſt's kingdom. 
VPA x a marvelous progreſs did chriſtianity 
make in the world at its beginning. If we conſi- 
dieer the ſeveral obſtacles, which lay in the way of 
the goſpel, tis a moſt amazing thing, that 
euer it ſhould ſucceed and ſpread at the rate 
it did. — Conſider the prejudices which the 
minds of men were generally poſſeſsd with 
againſt chriſtianity ; there were the prejudices - 
of corrupt nature againſt it, as an holy and pure 
religion; and the prejudices of education againſt 
| 11 
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cepts were contrary to the principles and prac- 


tices of man kind. The mean circumſtan 


ces in which Chriſt appear'd in the world 


prov'd a great ſtumbling block both to Jews and 
Gentiles, —o=»+# And ſo did the circumſtances 


of the Apoſtles (as poor men, illiterate men £9) 
who were to propagate this religion. —— It 


Was diſagreeable to the taſte of the age and 


1. 


nations in which it began to be preached — It 


was contrary to the apprehended intereſt of 


men. Add to all theſe, the actual oppo- 
ſition which was made by all the powers of 


the earth, and in a manner by all men, a- 


gainſt the ſpreading of the goſpel: and 'tis 


moſt aſtoniſhing, that it ſhould from 2 ſmall. 


ſecd grow up into ſo large and ſpreading a 
tree, as our Saviour intimates it would Xx. 


A N Þ no queſtion, but this promiſe in relation 


to Chriſt's kingdom is {till further to be fulfilled, 
even in this world; when God ſhall pour out 


more of his ſpirit upon all degrees of men: 


Such a glorious external proſperity of the 


church and kingdom of Chriſt is to be expect- 


ed before the end of tige. . 

Max we not under this head carry our 
thoughts further, and think with what a glo- 
rious luſtre the crown will flouriſÞ upon Chriſt 


at that great day of ſeparation ; when he ſhall 


have 
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have 2 compleat conqueſt over all his enemies, 


and: ſhall gather together all his faithful ſub- 


jects, and in a triumphant manner carry them 
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pPromiſe is the reſult of the ſtipulation betwixt 


with him into the manſions of bliſs above, there 
to reſide eternally, —— Oh! the glories and 
triumphs of that day! when Chriſt ſhall pro- 
nounce his ſervants bleſſed, with a come ye bleſ- 
ſed of my father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 


jou from the foundation of the world; * ye have 


been my loyal ſubjects in the kingdom of my 


patience + on earth, come take poſſeſſion of 


that reward which remains, eToAeant)zi, is 
laid by, or laid up, or reſervea for you in my 
kingdom of glory above. Oh ! the ſhouts of 


| Joy, which will then reſound thro the whole 


choir of holy angels and glorified ſaints ; how 
illuſtrious will the king himſelf appear, how 


bright will the crown {hine upon himſelf, 
When every faint that attends him ſhall al- 


ſo have a crown of life and glory upon his 


head. — All illuſtrious, but the king's own 


of a ſuperior radiancy.— I pray God, you and 

I may be wit neſſes to the glories of that day, 
and bear our part in them. . 

Now that this promiſe 1a the text ſhall 
be fulfilled, there is no room to queſtion ; 
God's honour is concerned to ſupport the dig- 
nity of his ſon's government. Beſides ; this 
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the father and the ſon, in the covenant of re- 


demption, agreed upon by both. The /n was 


to be made fleſh, to fulfil all righteouſneſs, to 


fatisfy the demands of divine juſtice, by offer- 
ing himſelf up as a ſacrifice for fin; and by 
this means was to recover mankind to God: 
The father hereupon engaged to accept ot the 


ſatisfaction, and in token of it to make his 4 
fon king in the kingdom of grace, which he | 
would erect in the loſt world, and that this 


kingdom ſhould proſper, and all the enemies 
of it ſooner or later be confounded. So that 
here muſt be, not barely a breach of God's 
word, but a violation of a ſolemn compact, 
were not all this made gocd. - Beſides ; 
Chriſt by having comply'd with the terms 
of the covenant on his part, is now actually 


inveſted in the government, which was promi- 
fed on God's part; and all power in heaven and 


bi FEATS 


earth * is lodged in his hands, fo that he is a= 


ble to execute vengeance on his enemies, and 


to ſecure the proſperity of his kingdom. 


A few remarks ſhall cloſe this part of the 


ſubject. | 


1. LET ſinners think of the folly and danger, 
as well as the fin of oppoſing Chriſt's kingdom. How 
dreadful muſt fuch expect their condemnati- 


on 
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on to be, who obſtinately remain rebels and 
enemies againſt him, who 1s the king and 


ruler of all worlds. Twill be a fad thing to 


fall into his hands. 

2. HOW ſolicitous ſhould we be to ſubmit our 
ſelves to the authority of this king, and ſo make 
our peace with him. We have all been rebels, 


alienated from him by wicked works; but 
he is a gracious king, ready not only to for- 


give, but likewiſe to receive into favour, any 


that return to their allegiance and make a 
Proper ſubmiſſion : Let us therefore throw our 


ſelves at his ſeet, and let it be the joint lan- 
guage of all our foals, © tho other Lords have 
had dominion over us, yet in the name of 


this Lord do we abjure them all, and Chriſt 
* only ſhall have rule over vs.” Let us caſt away 
the weapons of our hoſtility, and heartily yield 
_ ourſelyes to the diſpoſal and direction of this 


King, 


3. LET it be a conſtant petition in our pra- 


ers, that this promiſe with reſpect to Chriſt's keng- 
dom may be more and more verityd. This we 


profeſs to do, whenever we uſe that petition 


in the Lord's Prayer, [Thy kingdom come.] Tho 


no doubt God will fulfill this promiſe, yet he 


expects his people ſhould ſeck to him tor it; 


and they cannot be ſuppoſed to be loyal ſubjects 


of Chriſt's kingdom, who are not really con- 


cerned to ſee his intereſt ſpread. e 

4. LET ſuch a promiſe as this be our com- 
fort and ſupport under all the oppoſitions made 
J Chrit- 


1 

Chiſtianity, and the appearing decays of it in the 
world. The enemies of Chriſt may poſſibly 
be permitted by God to go a great way to- 
wards ruining his cauſe, but it ſhall never be 
utterly extirpated ; it may be ata very low ebb, 
but it ſhall not be entirely ſunk. Chriſt's 

glory ſhall ſpread, his kingdom increaſe, his 
enemies be ſubdued, and it is out of their po]ẽ]- 
er to overturn his government; it ſhall 
prevail amongſt men, and he ſhall rule 2 
all things be put under hin. 
To the conduct of this glorious king, let 
us commit our ſelves in an humble, believing 

way; and then we need not doubt, but he 

will take care of all our concerns, will order 
all things for our beſt advantage; and when he 
{hall appear, we {hall aljo appear with him in 


II. I am now to conſider the text in the 
other view, vie. as it refers to the kingdom 


ol Solomon, who ſucceeded his father David 


immediately in the throne of Iſrael. | His ene- 
mies, fays God, wr! I clothe with ſhame, Sc. 


In diſcourſing to the words conſidered in 
this view, I ſhall endeavour, | 


I. To explain the phraſes in the text. 
ED. 11 To 
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II. To ſhew what ſecurity Solomon had, 
that this promiſe ſhould be made good. 
III. I ſhall enquire how far other princes 
may look upon themſelves, as concern'd 

in a promiſe of this nature. 
TV. I ſhall cloſe with a few remarks by 

way of application. 


T. I fhall endeavour to explain the phraſes 
in the text, and {how what the import of them 
is. There are two parts to be diſtinctly conſi- 
re; $16 BH 5 

(1.) His enemies will Iclothe with ſhame. 
 ACcoRDING to the force of the Hebrew phraſe, 
this expreſſion implies the fo lowing particulars: 

which I ſhall little more than name, becauſe. 
they will coincide very much with what 
has been ſaid already. „ 
og 1. Iwill male them aſhamed of their con- 
Act in oppofing him, King Solomon himſelf, 
tho a wii? and good prince, muſt expect to 
have enemies, who will difturb his govern- 
ment and endeavour to make the crowa fit 
very uneaſy on him; But I will at length 
convince them of their miſtake, they ſhall be 
aſhamed of themſelves, and become his real 


"tends. . ; 

2. I will diſappoint them in their deſigns and 

attempts againſt him, I will blaſt their counſels, 

will diſcloſe their ſecret projects, how deep- 

ly laid and how well ſoever concerted ; they 

Mall be aſhamed of themſelves, when 2 
8 ee 
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ſee all their hopes daſh'd at once; what they. 


gloried in, {hall turn to their reproach , af f 


all men ſhall reproach them, when the myſte- 
ry of their iniquity is unfolded in open view. 
3. I will give him a compleat conqueſt over 
his enemies, Tho Solomon's enemies are ma- 

ny, and thoſe that riſe up againſt him are 


ſtrong, yet they ſhall. be brought into ſub- 3 


jection to him, I will give him the necks of his 


enemies. In this ſenſe the word is uſed in Bi 


ſcripture: Nor can we ſuppoſe we have the 


compleat ſignification of the phraſe, unleſs we 


take in this notion; for this is the moſt effec- 


tual way of clothing any with ſhame, to overcome | 


them, and bring them under the power of thoſe, 
whoſe enemies they once were. „ 
4. 1 will puniſh and bring evil upon them. 
Solomon's enemies {hall not go unpuniſhed. 
God will plead the righteous cauſe of good 


kings, and ſooner or later will puniſh all their 5 


enemies. e e 5 
(..) BUT upon himſelf ſhall his Crowa flouriſh 
A crown is a token of royalty, a principal 
part ot the Regalia. The High. prieſt indeed 


under the law wore a crown, which is called 


an holy crown, upon which was engraved 
 Horiness To ThE LOR D+F. And it is not 
improbable that reference may be had to that 
crown; and ſo it may be deſigned to intimate 
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to us, that an hol) crown will be a flouriſhing 
one. *. e eee 

GO p, who placed this crown on Solomon's 


head, ſanQified or ſeparated him to the Kingly 
office, would take care to make his crown flouriſb. 


Two things particularly (as I have hinted 


above) ſeem to be implied in the flouriſhing of 


1. THE wiſdom of his adminiſtration. A 


crown will not ſhine with any conſiderable luſtre 


upon the head of a prince, who does not know | 
how to govern. It ſeems to be imply'd in this 
phraſe, that Solomon ſhould be fitted for go- 
vernment, and ſhould be enabled to act in his 
high ſtation, in a manner agreeable to his royal 
character; and by this means ſhould reflect a 
glory upon the crown he wore, every one be- 
ing obliged to acknowledge that he knew how 


to wear it, and well became it. When a Prince 
rules his ſubjects with wiſdom, it may then 
be ſaid that the crown flouriſhes upon him. 


2. THE ſucceſs of his adminiſtration is like- 
wiſe imply*d in the phraſe. Salomon ſhould not 
only rule well, as became a wiſe and good 
prince; bu: God would bleſs his adminiſtra- 
tioa, and make it anſwer all the good ends for 
which government was inſtitured. Then may 
the crows be ſaid to flouriſh upon a Prince, when 
thro God's favour his ſubjects are kept in * 
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* The FVulgay Latin reads this clauſe, ſuper ipſum effrebit 
ſanTificatio mea, the LXX read, 2d &y149 An- 
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the nation proſpers, his adminiſtration is uſeful, 
and all things in the kingdom are in a thriving 
poſture. "3 30 wo 


II. I am now to ſhew what ſecurity Solomon 
had, that this promiſe ſhould be made good. 
Ils mult be eſtimated from the character 
of him, who made the promiſe; even the great 
God : His enemies will I clothe with ſhame, &c. I 
{hall only under this head mention thoſe perfec- 
tions of God, which are to be conſider'd as the 
chief foundation of this ſecurity. Such as theſe, 
1. His faithfulneſs and veracity, With re- 
ſpect to this, Balaam ſaid to Balak : God is not 
a man that he ſhould lie, neither the ſon of man 
that he ſhould repent, hath he ſaid, and ſhall he 
not do it? Or hath he ſpoken, and ſhall he not make 
it good? * He is an all- ſeeing God, knows the 
end from the beginning; at one comprehenſive 
view can take in all things. There is no rea- 
ſon to ſuppoſe this to have been a raſh pro- 
miſe ; God knew well what he ſaid, and his 
truth obliged him to make his word good, | 
2. THe almighty power of God. He promi- 
ſed no more than what he was able to perform. 
He is ſovereign Lord of the whole world: If 
he ſmiles upon a government, the crows {hall 
flouriſh upon the prince's head; when he frowns, 
the glory ſoon departs from it: If 3 
# | * 
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for a nation, their enemies mall be aſhamed 3 ) 


when he departs from a people, their enemies 
proſper. He has the hearts of men in his 
hands; the whole world is under his command 


and at his controul: He can turn their thoughts 


or tie up their hands; he can bend their hearts, 
or break their ſtrength; n is too hard 
for God. 

H Is infinite wiſdom, By this God is en- 
abfed to find out proper methods to compaſs 


his ends. Did God ſay that Solomons enemies 
ſhould be clothed with ſhame, let not Solomon 


queſtion it; for the God, who has faid fo, 
is perfectly acquainted with all the deſigns of 
his enemies; he knows the very motions and 
thoughts of their hearts, and is wiſe enough 


to counterwork them: fo that tho they think 
_ themſelves ſecure; yet there 1s one above, 
Who is wiſer than they, and will /azg5 them 


to ſcorn, Solomon himſelf with all his wiſdom, 


may not beable to diſcover all the plots of his 
enemies; but his God knows all. Solomon, 


if he knew their intr igues, might not be able 


to deviſe methods ſoon enough to prevent 


the execution of their deſigns ; ; but counſel, 


wiſdom and underſtanding in the moſt eminent 


degree are with God, and he can at any time 


baffle the beſt concerted ſchemes of his ene- 


mies. 
Ap as there was ſufficient reaſon why 
Solomon ſhould be ſecure of God's making good 
this his promiſe ; So the hiltory of his life an 
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times e proves that God did not r re- 
cede from his word. * 
How remarkably did God clothe Solomon? 5 
enemies with (hame | They were confounded 
ia their attempts to prevent his being Davia's 
ſucceſſor. Adonijan not long before David's 
death uſurped the throne, and ſet himſelf up 
for king, by the help and counſel of one of 


the general: of the army, and one of the Prieſts. 


This a attempt was kruſtrated even before Da- 
wias death. Adonij ah became afraid of Solomon, 
_ confounded for having taken ſuchi a ſtep ; the 
whole ſcheme was broken, the contrivers of it 
diſappointed ; and Solomon ſettled upon the 
throne, with ſuch an univerial applauſe, that 
the facred hiſtorian tells us, 1he 2 piped with 


pipes, ana rejoiced with preat joj, ſo that the earth 


vent with the [cand. of 1 * After this A. 
dowijah and Joab were ſlain, and Ahiuthur thruſt 


out from being prieſt unto the Lord. And 
tho it cannot be ſuppoſed, but that Solomon ſtill 
had enemies, yet we don't read that any of 


them roſe agaialt him, or appear'd publickly 


as his enemies; e only towards the 
end of his life, when God j{zr'd them up, as 
the ſacred text expreſſes it, upon account of 


Sclomon's being {duced by bis wives and con- 


cubines. Hoe. even then God did not allow 


them to procced far, during all Sulomor's reign ; 


and 
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and *tis more 4 probable, that he reco? 
vered out of that ap eſtate before his 


death. 


AND how illuſtriouſiy did the crown floariſh 
upon Solomon! God gave him wiſdom to a de- 
gree vaſtly above what any mere man was e- 


ver poſſeſs d of; he was every way furniſh'd 


and qualified to be king over Ifrael. The 


crown {hone with diſtinguiſh'd luſtre, being 
placed. on fo wile an head. 


"A ND the ſucceſs of his adminiſtration was 


great too. His ſubjects lived happily under the 
government of one, who had wiſdom to diſ- 


cern what was right, and was moreover im- 
movably fixed to do judgment and juſtice. He 
Increaſed in riches, honour and glory; was 


courted by neighbouring princes, and the 
Whole nation flouriſhed exceedingly under h's 
wiſe and gentle direction. — Nor was it an 
© ſmallpart of his glory, that the temple of God 
> was built in his reign, which was one of the 


richeſt and moſt magnificent edifices that ever 


. the World law. 


III. I am next to enquire, how far other 


T princes may look upon therſclves ; as concerned 


in a promile of this nature. 
IT muſt be allowed, there was ſomething 
peculiar in Solomon's caſe : ; namely, his being 


David's fon. Solomon Was ſenſible of this, 
and therefore one of his pleas with God was, 


for thy ſervant David's ſake turn not away the 
. face 
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face of thine anointed + David was a man af- 
ter God's own heart, a particular friend and 
favourite of Heaven; and *tis plain, Solomon 
fared better towards the end of his life for his 
father's ſake. Cans, If 
Wu N Abyah was ſent to tell Terobdlm, 
that God intended to rend the kingdom out of 
 $Soromo Ns hands, and mould give ten tribes 
to him; becauſe they (i. e. Solomon, his wives 
and concubines, and many of his courtiers 
and people) had forſaken God, and worſhipped 
Aſhtoreth the goddeſs of the Zidonians, Che- 
moſh the god of the Moabites, and Milcom 
| the cod of the children of Ammon, and had not 
_ walked in God's ways, to do that which was right 
in his eyes, and to keep his ſtatutes and judgments, 
as David his father did. I fay, Ahijah, when he 
was ſent with this meſſage to Jeroboam, has it 
in his commiſſion to add from God, howbert 
1 will not take the whole kingdom (i. e. not any | 
part of it *) oat of his hand : but 1 will make him 
prince all the days of his lite, for David my 
ſervant's ſake, whos I choſe becauſe he kept my 
commandments and my ſtatutes. | & 
Bur tho this was peculiar in Solomon's caſe , 
yet the condition upon which the promiſe was 
made to David that the kingdom ſhould con- 
tinue in himſelf and his poſterity, and that his 
throne ſhould be eſtabliſhed for ever] was, If 
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thy children will keep niy covenant, and my teſtimony, 
that I ſpall teach them. * And David in his dying 


2 


132. 12. 1 Kings 2, 3, 4. 


charge to Solomon, puts the matter upon this foot, 
and aſſures him, if he expected God's promiſe 
to be made good to him, and to proſper in 
what he did, he muſt walk in the command- 
ments of the Lord: His words are theſe, keep - 
the charge of the Lord thy God to walk in his ways, 
Kc. — that thou mayſt proſper in all that thon 
dauoſt, and whitherſoever thou turneſt thy ſelf, that 
the Lord may continue his word which he ſpake 
Mm concerning me, ſaying 5 if thy children take heed to 
their way, to walk before me in truth, with all their 
heart and all their foul, there ſhall not f. i thee (ſaid 
he) 4 man on the throne of Iſrael. + Now taking 
this condition of the promiſe into the account, 
it will plainly follow : that tho God had a pecu- 
| liar favour for his ſervant David, and for Solomon 
his ſon for David's fake ; yet the beſt way (and 
What God expects) to ſecure his favour, is to 
walk in his commandments; and every prince 
who makes conſcience of doing ſo, may comfort- 
ably hope, that God will eſtabliſh his throne, 
and clotbe his enemies with ſhame, and cauſe bis 
crown 10 flouriſh upon him, This is the beſt 
method any princes can take, in order to be de- 
livered from their enemies, and to have a prof: 
perous rein. 3 mY 
Nor that it is always fo as to the event, 
God's promiſes with relation to temporal bleſ. 
Re e OE eng oe oy Cars fins 


* 


4 B o V 5 0 f | | 


la. 


dE, 
We 


; "740k * 
bi © "5 NY S TA ® 
| j <3 "I 
* : r 
. * 
3 
* * N 3 a] - 


A $5 
08 38 3 f | | 4 


fings are not WR. but to be made good 
according to the letter of them or not, as he 


who is the wiſe ruler of the world, ſhall ſee 


will moſt conduce to the honour of his own 80- 


SOMETIMES wicked tyrants proſper and ſeem 
to flouriſh greatly; while good princes have 
their affairs entangled and their reign is very 


"This muſt be 


uneaſy and uncomfortable. 
allow'd to be a myſtery or riddle in divine 


providence, which we are too ſhort-ſighted 
to be able to unfold : Only it may help to- 
| wards a ſolution, to conſider, that God is the 


Lord of the whole earth, of all nations, and 


kingdoms in the world; and therefore what 
map be for the preſent diſſervice of one par- 
ticular ſociety, may poſſibly tend, at leaſt in 
the long run, to the advantage of the whole, 
and more luſtrioully to diſcover the wil- 
dom 9 God's een throughout all the 


ca rth. 


Bu x tho this is ſometimes the caſe: yet 
the reverſe is what we have moſt reaſon to ex- 


pet in the ordinary courſe of God's providence, 
viz, that thoſe princes, who walk in God's 


commandments, and have a real concern for 
his honour, ſhall be under his ſpecial protect- 


10n, their enemies be clothed with ſhame, their 


crowns floariſh, their affairs proſper, their people 
be happy under their government; while ty- 


rannical and wicked rulers are diſcountenan- 
ced by God, and all their affairs confounded 


0 and perplexed. | WE might 
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I might upon this occaſion refer you to hiſto- 
rical accounts of the reigns of good and bad 

princes; but this would be tedious. I ſhall there- 
fore only beg your attention, while J endeavour 
in the cleareſt light I can to ſhow (what is day 


particularly calls upon us to remember) how this 


promiſe has been fulfilled in the caſe of our gra- 


cious ſovereign KING GEORGE. 


. THosE muſt be much unacquainted with 


the ſtate and temper of theſe nations, who 
| know not that his Majeſty has had many ene- 
mies. —— Such princes as deſerved feweſt, 


have ſometimes had moſt! _ * 
Bu T God has clothed his enemies with ſhime. 


To evince this, I ſhall carry your thoughts 
back to the end of the laſt reign, jult before 
his Majeſty aſcended the throne, How fant 
guine were the enemies of the proteſtant ſur- 
ceſſion, in confidence that the day was their 
cn: their meaſures were ſeemingly fo well 
concerted, that it was next to impoſſible to 
prevent their taking effect; and could no other- 
wiſe have been broken, than by the kind inter- 


polition of divine providence, Scarce ever was 


nation nearer ruin; never was the hand of God 
more remarkably ſeen in the ſalvation of a peo- 
ple. What imminent danger were we then in! 


Our religion, laws and liberties, all under God 


depending upon the taking place of the Hanover 


ſucceſſion, then lay at ſtake. All that was dear 


to us, either as men or as chriſtians, was to have 


2en given up to the arbitrary diipoſal of a po. 
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piſb pretender and his adherents, whoſe tender 
mercies are cruelty, Our chief courtiers and 
leading men (as has ſince appear'd to the-world) 
were many of them in his intereſt ; mobs and 
tumults were countenanced, if not promoted, 
in order no doubt to throw the nation into con- 


tuſion, that ſo the common enemy might make 


his advantage; the vileſt outrages were com- 
mitted under the ſpecious name of the Church; 
and thoſe who were known to be moſt firmly 
attach'd to the proteſtant ſucceſſion in the Hoa, 
ol Hanover, were made the peculiar objects of the 
peoples odium, and mark'd out as it were for de- 
ftruction. The nation was fadly funk and de- 
praved, wickedneſs never more flagrant, the 
manners of men never more debauch'd ; fo that 
they were in the fitteſt frame imaginable tohave 
received popery and all its curſed appendages. 
Our mazi{trates and clergy, many of them, gave 
too much ground of ſuſpecting they were in the 
lame intereſt : but I forbear inſiſting upon the 
part they acted in the diſorders of thole times; 
becauſe charity obliges us to believe they are 
now convinced of their miſtake, ſince they have 
teen fit, moſt of them, to take the oaths to his 
_ preſent Majeſty. A ſure ſign! tis to be hoped, 
_ that they are now firm to his intereſt and go- 
vernment, what ever thoughts of things they 
might have before. Now I fay, take ſuch a 
view of our caſe as this: the circumſtances are 
all treih in our minds; we all remember what 
thoughts of heart we then had, and could ſcarce 
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expect deliverance but from Heaven only; 
whence we often have had it, and behold from 


thence it again came, and God clothed the ene- 


mies of our King with ſhame : For (to uſe the 
words of the laſt honourable Houſe of Com. 
mons ) At that time and under thoſe moſt 


« deplorable circumſtances, it pleaſed almighty 


« God in his infinite wiſdom to call to himſelf 
the late queen Anne; and by a concur- 


« rence of many moſt wonderful providences, to 
give a quiet and peaceable acceſſion to his pre- 
ſent moſt gracious majeſty, to the throne of 
& his anceſtors”. God put his enemies to ſhame, 
baffled their vain hopes, and diſconcerted thoſe 


wicked meaſures, which they had taken to un- 


dermine the foundation of our happy eſtabliſh- 
ment. King George's enemies both at home and 
abroad ſeemed to be ſtun'd, and ſtood like men 
affrighted to ſee him aſcend the throne in "4a 
It was next to a miracle of mercy, that in ſuch a 


ſituation of affairs, the providence of God ſhould 
ſo order it, that his majeſty ſhould be called to 
the throne, and ſhould be brought over to us, 
and take upon him the adminiſtration of publick 

affairs; and all in ſo quiet, fo peaceable a man- 
ner, to the joy of his friends, and the unfpeak- 


able confuſion of his enemies. 


| S$xxNcs his majeſty acceſſion, God has 
all along continued to appear in his favour, 


and to dlothe his enemies with ſhame, Notwith- 


Es ſtanding 
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(42) 3 
ſtanding the diſappointment they had met with, 
in the King's coming to the throne ; and tho we 
immediately felt the happy effects of his govern- 


ment; till a reſtleſs ſpirit worked in his enemies: 


and they promiſed themſelves aſſiſtance from 


foreign powers, eſpecially from the then French 


king, who (as the forequoted articles, '&c. take 
notice) © was by the late ignominious peace ren- 


dred formidable“; and lived in hopes no doubt 


to ſee the time, when he might get rid of his 


charg',:nd pay himſelf for all his tormer expences 


and troub e; by putting upon us one, whom he 


had nurſed and tutor d in all 2%%ſb principles 
and was fully formed to bring us into a ſtate of 


avery.— God again clothed our enemies with 


 NoTwiTHSTANDING this diſappointment, | 


their hopes in time revived ; and they attempred 


to carey their cauſe by open force: they did(as the 
ſame articles expreſs it) contrive, confederate and 
reſolve to put their moſt malicious, wicked and 


traiterous deſigns into immediate execution; for 


776 


Which purpoſe they raiſed a rebellion, and com- 


this united kingdom, We all remember how God 
clnthed them with ſhame in this attempt: the ſame 


day was witneſs to the routing that part of them, 


which was in North-Eritain; and to the taking 
the principal part of them, who were in arms 
in South-Britain, The plains of Dumbluin and 
the ſtreets of Preſton will not let it be ſoon fore 
got, how our enemies were contounded. 


SOME 
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Sou few of the rebels were executed in terro- 
rem, as few as might be to ſecure the honour of 


government ; and the reſt owe their lives to the 


| king's merey. 


THe ſame ſpirit of faction and reſtleſsneſs, 
tho they had been ſo ſhamefully defeated, work'd 


in them ſtill; and they have once aff again ſince 
been plotting and conſpiring againſt his majeſty. 
But God has often diſcover'd their projects and 


blaſted their counſels ; the execution of their de- 


ſigns has been prevented; ſome few of the contri- 
vers have been brought to juſtice ; his majeſty's 
perſon and government have been ſecured ; and 


by a long train of providences in his favour, God 


has tully ſignified, that he is the darling of hea- 
ven, that no weapon form'd againſt him ſhall 


proſper, and that his enemies ſhall be clothed wich = 


ſpame- 


AND no leſs has God cauſed the crown to flouriſh 


upon his Majeſty. 


I. E r us only conſider (we may do it with- 
out the ſuſpicion of flattery) his majeſty's wiſ- 


dom and skill in government, which his very e- 


nemies mult allow to be great, the crows has in 
this ſenſe flouriſhed upon him. Our king did 
not come raw and unexperienced to the throne : 
he was before a prince, and had for many years 
under his dominion large territories in the Eh. 
pire; and tho he was there abſolute, yet he ruled 
with that wildom and equity, clemency and 
mildneſs, and with ſuch a prevailing regard for 


the happineſs of his ſubjects, as had conciliated 


F 2 20-- 


04) 

to him the univerſal reſpect and eſteem of them 
all, —— He had by this given the world a ſpe- 
cimen how much his ſoul was formed for govern- 
ment, and how well he could uſe whatever 
power was intruſted to him, before he aſcend- 
ed the Briiiþ throne. — We have found his 
majeſty to anſwer all our expectations. His 
enemies mult bear their teſtimony to the lenit) 
and mercy of his government ; for to theſe ma- 
ny of them owe their lives: and all the impar- 
tial world will ſpeak of his wiſdom and juſtice, 
and witneſs to his other princely endowments ; 
for theſe appear conſpicuous in the whole courſe 


of his adminiſtration.— 1 
I like manner the crown has flouriſbed upon 
him in reſpect of the ſucceſs of his government, 
For as his majeſty has govern'd with wiſdom, an 
exact regard to right and a folicitous concern to 
make us an happy people, if we would but con- 
ſent to be ſuch : ſo God has crown'd his endea- 
vours with ſucceſs, The nation was never in 
more thriving circumſtances ; never more | 
Peace, or ſecurity for the ſubject than now. 
The influence of king GEORGE's government 

extends to all Europe, and the Britiſh glory was 
never more illuſtrious. And were it not for 
the ingratitude of fome reſtleſs, factious ſpirits, 
which will be continually endeavouring to di- 
iturb our peace; the whole world round about 
would look upon #«s with wonder, as the moſt 


bat nation under heaven. 


IV. I 


(45) 


; Iv. 1 ſhall cloſe with a few remarks by way 


of Application. 8 EA 
1. LET the enemies of all good governors expelt to 


= 


be clothed with ſhame. Tho (as I ſaid before) there 
was ſomething peculiar in Solomon's caſe : yet all 


princes, wo perform the condition of thegpromile, 


and in this ſenſe are men after God's own heart, 
may infer grounds to hope that the matter of 
it ſhall be made good as to themſelves. This 
thought ſhould check the riſings of ill will in 

the minds of any againſt good princes, and 
Thould effectually put a ſtop to all rebellions. 


2. How careful ſhould all princes be, to ſecure 


an intereſt in ſuch a promiſe as this. God is the 
fame God now that ever he was, as much dif. 
Poled to encourage and protect his ſervants as 


ever. As kings therefore move in a greater 


ſphere of uſefulneſs, and are more capable of 
bringing honour to God, than men of lower de- 
gree; ſo it they are ſolicitous to approve them- 
ſelves to God and walk in his ways, they may 
expect larger ſupplies of grace and wiſdom to 
enable them to rule well, and remarkable ap- 
pearances of God in their favour, to the ſhame of 
their enemies. And they may be certain, how- 
ever the crown at preſent fits upon them, there 
ſhall be a proportionably greater reward given 
them hereatter ; inconceiveably bright crowns of 
life and glorz, which {hall never fade away. 


| 3. What comfort ſhoald it afford to all good kings, 5 


that they have ſuch foundation to hope, their govern» 


ment 


3 
ment ſhall be proſperous, ſucceſsful and glorious, How) 
often does holy David triumph in the intereſt 
he had in God; and on that account he defies 
the impotent menaces and attempts of his ene- 
mies. If God be on my fide I will not fear whar 
man can do againſt me. Such thoughts more or 
leſs run thro the whole book of Pſalms, 
4. HOW happy ſhould a people think themſelves 

under the government of a prince, who is thus ownd 
by God; and how thankful ſhould they be to 
God for ſuch a prince, The promiſe in the text 
has literally been fulfilled in the caſe of our pre- 
ſent gracious ſovereign : how ungrateful and 
baſe then, how vile and hazardous is that ſpirit 
of enmity, which any diſcover againſt him. If 
ever any people had reaſon to honour a king, 
or to bleſs God for one; ſure we muſt acknow- 
ledge our ſelves to be under ſuch obligations with 
reſpect to king GEORGE: a prince whom God 
has remarkably proſpered, and to whom (un- 
der God) we owe the ſatety and quiet which we 


now enjoy. — To the happy influences of his 


reign in a particular manner, we muſt aſcribe the 
liberty of meeting together to ſerve God, accord- 
ing to the dictates of our conſciences, without 
fears of enemies: a liberty never to be duly. 
valued, and which no doubt we had long 
ago been deprived of, had not God in love 
to his Britiſh lſrael, made his preſent majeſty. 
king over us. — You that are parents muſt think 
with a peculiar accent of pleaſure on king 
 GEORGE's acceſſion; ſince to that you owe the 
Y . | e ee 
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liberty of educating your own children in tha 


way, which you judge the beſt : a natural right, 
which you were depriy'd of in the laſt reign by 


a law, that was to take place on that very day, 
on which his Majeſty became our king. | 


H o w happy ſhould we think ourſelves under 


the government of a prince, whomGod has high- 
ly honour'd; and how thankful ſhould we be to 
God on that account. That this is a bleſſing, e- 
very man who has any juſt reliſh for religion or 
liberty muſt acknowledge; and if it be a bleſſing 
wie are bound to give a tribute of praiſe to that 
God, who is the fountain of all bleſſings — But 


I know, I need not urge this upon you, who have 


a true ſenſe of the happineſs you enjoy under his 
majeſties government, and (I perſwade my ſelf) 
make conſcience of bleſſing God for it. For 

to the honour of the Proteſtant Diſſenters we can 

let the world know, that never any of them yet 
appeared in rebellion againſt the king; but they 
are all firmly attach'd to his perſon, his illuſtrious 
family, and his government. 
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J. God's having appear d in favour of our Ring 


heretofore ſhould encourage our truſt, and animate 


our prayers that he would ſtill own and bleſs him. 


Every new deliverance is an argument for a 
more fixed dependance and truſt; and every 
inſtance of divine favour receiv'd ſhould en- 


courage our applications to God for further help. 


God has once and again deliver'd theſe nations 
from imminent ruin; the concluſion from hence 
ſhould be, what time 1 am afraid, I will truſt in 


"God 


C 


| Ga and as God has often clothed. kis 5 maj Wl *; 
ties enemies with ſhame, and cauſed the crows to 


_, fouriſh upon him; let us hence be encouraged | 


in our prayers to God, that he would till 80 on 
to on and bleſs him. + 
\ CursTTaNITY, it is true, has been repreſents 5 
ed as hartful to lings and provinces; but it is a 
moſt injurious” reflection. No inſtitution can 


take more care to ſecure the honour due tokings,, | 


and whatever may tend to the - proſperity and 
peace of kingdoms. We are commanded to 50 
a aour the king * and to pray for kings and all in 
aufboritj +. This was the laudable practice of 
the primitive chriſtians ; as Tertullian and others 
inform us . This has been our conſtant prac- 
tice both in the houſe of God and in our own 
houſes; in theſe our prayers we have been fin- 
_ cere, they came from the heart without the help of 
4 prompter 4. Let us ſtill perſiſt in this prac- 
tice, as we have great reaſon todo; and when 
we are praying for king GEORGE, let us turn the 
proniiſe in the text into the form of a petition; 
and a very comprehenſive one it is: let the 


fs 


Kings enemies be clothed with ſhame, bat upon 4 


_— may his cronn flouriſh, ————— 
© And BE all the EI oy, Amen. | + 


I — > OE __ 
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